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FROM US, TO YOU...

FROM US, TO YOU...

We are so thankful that you are holding this. We have been praying for you 
and that this year you would come alive with purpose. That God would 
speak to you in new ways and that your life would be one that impacts 
many others. That you would know the fullness of his love for you and that 
you would walk in a greater freedom than ever before. 

We are more excited about this year than we have been. The path we feel 
called to go on is different. It’s counter cultural. It’s pursuing the way of 
Jesus. To surrender to Him and allow Him to be the foundation in all we 
do. To gain clarity by seeking His vision of the Kingdom of God rather 
than our own. To not just be fans of Jesus but be followers. To go deeper. 
To love more richly. To serve whole-heartedly. The embrace the future 
God has for us. 

Whatever the next step is in your journey we’re here to help you take it. 
You are the future. You matter. You have a part to play. You’re uniquely 
gifted, uniquely positioned, and uniquely called for what God wants to 
do through you. There’s new ideas. New dreams. New ways of serving 
and loving that only you can do. We are better together and we want to 
get to know you and learn from you. 

We are loving this journey, and learning to trust God, love one another 
and be a family. We pray that as we do it together we would humbly give 
each other grace, encourage one another and be the kind of church we’d 
love to be a part of. 

Our heart is to do family well, and then get together with a group of 
friends and change the world for Jesus. 

This year we wanted to aim to articulate the heart God has given us for 
the church and for the people of Auckland in this book. To allow us to 
read it together. To pray into it. To seek God personally. To allow God to 
fi ll us with vision. Then to step out and make a difference. 

We pray that it helps to bring clarity for our heart in this season, and sparks 
something within you. The best days are ahead of us. 

With love,

Laura Greg  Ayla , &
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JOHN 13:34-35

A new command I give you 
Love one another

 As I have loved you so 
you must love one another 

By this everyone will know that you 
are my disciples if you love one another



Jesus is our message. Freedom is our calling. We believe that true 
life is found in a relationship with our creator. Grace, forgiveness and 
salvation was made possible through Jesus and allows us to experience 
God’s love and freedom from fear. We have been given this message 
of reconciliation to pass on to others and help others find freedom for 
themselves. Our Sunday services are a place where we want people to 
be able to encounter God. 

Love is our motivation. Family is our embrace. Before we loved God, 
He loved us. God welcomes us into His family. It’s this ‘going first’ that 
motivates us to do the same for others. We are made to be in relationship 
with one another. To know one another and be deeply known. To love 
one another and be deeply loved. We believe life change happens in 
the context of community where this can happen. Our life groups are a 
place where we want people to be able to find community. 

OUR MISSION
Our mission as a church is to lead people to become fully devoted followers 
of Jesus, step by step. This is the great commission of making disciples as 
given to us by Jesus and includes how we are to love God and love people. 
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OUR VISION AS A CHURCH IS FOR PEOPLE TO: 

Encounter God

Find Community



OUR MISSION

Generosity is our response. Serving is our privilege. The overfl ow of 
God’s love for us is to have a heart of gratitude and looking for how we 
can bring the best of what we have back to Him. The gifts and talents we 
have been blessed with are not just for ourselves, but to serve others. 
As we use them to do this we glorify God and we make the best use of 
what was given to us. Our Teams are a place that we want people to be 
able to make a difference, fi rst in the church, then in the world.

Courageous is our heart. Our heart was made to come alive with 
purpose. Purpose can be found where our deepest passion and 
the world’s greatest hunger meet. A step towards this is discovering 
the way God has wired us with our spiritual gifts, passion, abilities, 
personality and experiences. We can then see how we are uniquely 
gifted and positioned to serve God and others. Our GROW course is a 
place where we want people to be able to discover purpose. 
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Make a Difference
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JESUS
UNAPOLOGETICALLY

ALL ABOUT



We believe God is calling us as a church this year to be faithful. 
If we are faithful with little, we will be faithful with much. To be a 
church that makes a large difference, we have to start simply with 
what is in front of us. 

God is faithful to us, and consistently loves us despite our failings. 
When we love others in this way we reflect the love of God for them. 
We can ask God what has been placed in our hands, where we have 
been placed in the world, and who He has placed around us. Then 
ask God how to serve these people in a way that reflects His heart 
and unconditional love for them. This is something we are all called 
to do. To go beyond the churches four walls and see God’s kingdom 
come and will be done, everywhere we go. 

To grow in faithfulness we must know who we are called to be 
faithful to, and what faithfulness looks like.

We can do this by asking two simple questions:  
Who do I serve? How do I serve them? 

This calls us out from our self-focus and gives us new eyes to see 
God and others. Love is creative. When we start with who we serve 
and find out their needs, with a heart of empathy, we will find new 
ways of serving that causes us to come alive. 
What would this mean for you?
Who could you serve? Who are the people in your world, or those 
you have a heart for? Could you serve mums? Business owners? 
Students? Family? Young people? Could you serve those in your 
hostel? Your apartment floor? Those at your work? Your block? Your 
neighbourhood? 
How could you serve them? What is their story? What do they 
need? What would God’s kingdom coming look like in their life? 
What would reflecting the gospel and God’s love to them look like?

FOR 2019Vision
FAITHFUL



Jesus called them together and said 
You know that the rulers of the

Gentiles lord it over them and their high 
officials exercise authority over them

Not so with you
Instead whoever wants to become great 
among you must be your servant and 

whoever wants to be first must be your slave 
just as the Son of Man did not come to 
be served but to serve and to give his life 

as a ransom for many
MATTHEW 20:25-28



We are blessed with our venue and uniquely positioned in the heart 
of Auckland city. By asking the question “Who do we serve?” as a 
church, we have felt the need to focus on an area and group of 
people so that we can know their specifi c needs and be faithful to 
serving them well. 

For the next year we will focus on getting to know, reaching and 
serving those in the central city. We will empower people who have 
a vision to serve outside of the central city in their area of location 
and vocation to make a difference for the Kingdom. 

• Over 1.6 million people live in Auckland and projected to reach 
1,990,100 by 2028

• 1 in 3 young adults who attended church as kids, no
longer attend

• Loneliness and lack of community
• Child poverty
• Housing is increasingly unaffordable
• Economic stress and poverty - Auckland City Mission 

food parcels with city mission up last year 27% last year,
an extra 5000 parcels  

• Suicide - Suicide rates highest in the developed world with a 
signifi cant increase last year in Auckland

• Students - in uni accommodation needing pastoral care  
• Depression & anxiety 
• Homelessness

The City
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what could happen
Taking it a step further, imagine 
what it could it look like, 
years from now, if we were 
serving 10,000 people in our 
city. Each person has a God 
given desire to know him, to 
fi nd genuine community, to 
discover their purpose and to
make a difference. 
If each of us asked God who we 
could serve, and there were 10 
of them, and those 10 people 
did the same - that would
be 100 people. 

A business, technology and residential development. 
An additional 11,000 workers and 2,000 residents are expected in 
the next 10 years.

Our church position locates us extremely close to our neighbours in 
Ponsonby, K Road & Auckland Hospital & Starship where there are 
economic, personal and societal needs.

The CityTHE NEEDThe CityTHE NEED
THE CITY CENTRE

WYNYARD QUARTER

IMAGINE

Growing 6 times faster than the rest of Auckland
Over 45,000 live in the CBD with expected growth of over 30,000 
in the next 10 years
70% that live in the city centre are between 15 and 35
73% have no kids and there are over 1500 families with kids in the 
CBD 
50% of people living in the CBD have no car and can walk to church 
Centre City employment is approaching 120,000 
Students 
The University of Auckland has accommodation for 3,000 projected 
to rise to 7,500 by 2026. 
Pedestrians on Queen street have doubled since 2012. 
University of Auckland (UoA) - Over 42,000 students
Auckland University of Technology (AUT) - over 28,000 students 
About 100,000 total students daily attend the 2 universities and 
other education providers in the City centre.

If we had 100 people doing 
this then we would be serving 
10,000 people in our city! 

This is an example of how we 
could make a massive difference 
in our city. Simply by asking God 
what faithfulness looks like. 

The possibilities are endless 
and limited only by who we feel 
called to serve, and how we will 
step out to serve them.



PROVISION for the vision
As we step out this year to be faithful with what God has called us to 
as a church, we want to do so together and well equipped. Serving 
our congregation and people in our city has practical implications 
and something we consider a privilege to be able to make happen. 
Here’s some areas we would love to sow into moving forward.

Youth

Salaries

Total

$8K $15K
Office space and 
Kids church

Systems and
software

Outreach

Beyond us

$25K

$30K

Production
equipment

$5K

10%

$90KTotal$90KTotal

$7K



MAKE A DIFFERENCE
HOW YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE
We consider it a privilege to serve our city together. We want to ask that 
you would prayerfully consider partnering with us to make it a reality. 

Request a giving number
info@centralchurch.org.nz

Give via mobile banking
Account Number
ANZ 060 241 0278708 00

Give online as a one off or
set up an Automatic Payment
www.centralchurch.org.nz
Select the ‘Giving’ tab

There are two key ways you can help. 

GIVE THROUGH MONTHLY PARTNERSHIP

Consider setting up a set amount or a percentage of your income to sow 
into what God is doing through Central Church. As we step out in faith, 
every dollar counts. 

GIVE A ONE-OFF GIFT

Prayerfully consider sowing fi nancially to make the vision a reality, 
and empower God’s church to bring the gospel and His Kingdom
to our city and nation.

2 CORINTHIANS 9:11

You will be enriched in every 
way so that you can be generous 
on every occasion and through 
us your generosity will result in 

thanksgiving to God

Give via mobile banking
Account Number
ANZ 060 241 0278708 00

Give online as a one off or
set up an Automatic Payment
www.centralchurch.org.nz



We believe God loves you and has purposed you to make a 
difference in your world for His glory. It’s a privilege to serve 

alongside you and we can’t wait to see what the future holds. Our 
time is now. Let’s step up to serve the people of our city.

Looking forward to doing this together.

God is faithful
www.centralchurch.org.nz 


